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of Scotland, but the clergy, on religious grounds,
and the people, on national grounds, were opposed
to the English pretensions. Two years later,
therefore, Henry sent the Earl of Hertford to
invade Scotland, instructing him to " put all to
fire and sword, to burn Edinburgh town, to raze
and deface it, when you have sacked it, and got
what you can of it... putting man, woman and
child to fire and sword without exception, when
any resistance shall be made against you." The
routes of Hertford's two descents into Scotland
were marked by a trail of burned abbeys and
monasteries.
This terrible punishment added to the bitterness
that had always existed against England. Any-
thing that savoured of England was condemned,
and since the reformed religion had been adopted
by the English it was suspect to the Scots. Car-
dinal Beaton, Archbishop of St. Andrews and the
ruler of the country, played cleverly on the anti-
English feeling to cement the French alliance
and stamp out the new religious doctrine. Under
his regime, however, the great positions of State
were filled by ecclesiastics, and thus the cardinal
raised up against himself the Scots nobles, who
felt that th^ government should be entrusted to
them. Hatred of Beaton was the strongest feeling
3f the Scots aristocracy, and, although little inter-
ested in any religion <and unsympathetic towards
England,, some of them threw in their lot with